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PANJAB UNIVERSITY (CHANDIGARH) 
 

Outlines of tests, syllabi and courses of reading for M.Phil. Course Philosophy for 

the session 2011-2012. 
 

 

Total Credits: 24 

Dissertation  : 12 Credits. 

(Thesis Evaluation 9 Credits) 

(Viva Voce 3 Credits) 
 

SEMESTER I 
 

Course – I (Compulsory): Logic and Nature of Philosophical Inquiry  
 

Credits    :          4 

Contact Hours:          4 per week 

Mode of Evaluation:  2 mid-term assignments: 50% 

    1 End term examination:  50% 
 
 

Important Instruction for Paper setters for Semester I: 

The Candidates are to attempt FOUR QUESTIONS in courses I (Compulsory) &  

Course II (Optional). All questions are compulsory and there is no internal choice too. It 

is also mentioned that marks for the course work is and term papers are 50% each. 
 

Note: 

In this course students are suggested to develop a critical reading of Philosophical text 

and analyse further to comprehend its fundamental import along with logical perspectives 

and also to locate and de-contextualise the relevance of philosophical concepts such as 

‘meta-physical rationality’, scientific/ discursive rationality, and ‘role of meta-language’, 

multiplicity of meanings’ and ‘value- discourse’ and ‘role of language’ in determination 

of reality etc. 
 

Course Content: 

This course is primarily meant to develop a critical reading of Philosophical text and 
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COURSE-2 
 

 

Western Classical Philosophies & Indian Philosophies: 
 

One course on classical philosophies out of the following alternatives to be taught along 

with the compulsory course. The Students shall be asked to write a term of paper not 

exceeding 5000 words on the Special Philosophers whom. they have opted: 
 

i) Plato 

ii) David Hume 

iii) Immanuel Kant 

iv) Edmund Husserl 

v) Martin Heidegger 

vi) Ludwig Wittgenstein 

vii) J.P. Sartre 

viii) G.E. Moore 

ix) Habermas 

x) Nyaya Philosophy 

xi) Sankara 

xii) Samkhya 

xiii) Purva- Mimamsa 

xiv) Nagarjuna  

      

Plato 
 

Credits    :          4 

Contact Hours:          4 per week 

Mode of Evaluation:  2 mid-term assignments: 50% 

    1 End term examination:  50% 
 

Note: Emphasis will be on Plato’s  Metaphysics and Epistemology. The objective of the 

 paper is to make the students have in depth understanding of the following issues: 
 

Course Contents: 
 

i Theory of Ideas 

ii Theory of Knowledge 

iii Theory of Soul   

 

Essentials Readings: 
 

1. Meno 

2. Theatetus 

3. Symposium 

4. Sophist 

5. 
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Suggested Books: 

 

1 R.E. Allen, Studies in Plato’s Metaphysics, Published by Parmenides Publishing. 
 

2 R.C. Lodge, Philosophy of Plato, Published by London Routledge, 1956. 

3 William, David Ross, Plato’s Theory of Ideas, Published by Greenwood Press, 

1976. 
 

4 I.M. Combie, Examination of Plato’s Doctrines, Published by Thoemmes 

Continum, 2002. 
 
 

5 Paul Selgiman, Being and Non Being: An Introduction to Plato’s Sophist, Spring 

Publisher. 
 

6 Renford Bambrough, Ed. New Essay on Plato’s and Aristotle Published by 

Routledge Publishers. 
 

DAVID HUME 
 

Credits    :          4 

Contact Hours:          4 per week 

Mode of Evaluation:   2 mid-term assignments: 50% 

   1 End term examination:  50% 

 

Note: The objective of the paper is to make students have an understanding of the 

 epistemological problems. The students are expected to analyse and understand 

 the following course contents: 
 

Course Content: 
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4.  Stuart Hampshire and Others, David Hume: A Symposium St. Martins 

 Press,1996. 
 

5.  David Hume: A Treatise of Human Nature, London J.M. Dent and Sons. 

 Ltd.1951. 
 
 

6.  David Hume: An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding , Fq  Classic 

 Publication, 2007.   

 

Books Recommended: 

 

i) John J. Richett: Philosophical Writings: Locke, Berkeley, Hume, Harvard 

University Press Cambridge, 1983. 
 

ii) W. Hume’s Theory of Consciousness, Cambridge University Press, London, 1994. 

iii) David Hume Pears, Hume’s System: An Examination of the first book of his 

Treatise, Oxford University Press, New York, 1990 
 

iv) Barry Stroud, Hume: Criticism and Interpretation, Routledge and Kegan Paul, 

1997. 

 

Immanuel Kant 
 

Credits    :          4 

Contact Hours:          4 per week 

Mode of Evaluation:  2 mid-term assignments: 50% 

   1 End term examination:  50% 

 

Note: The candidates are expected to have some in-depth understandings on the 

 following topics of epistemological concerns of Immanuel Kant such as:  

 

Course Contents: 

 

i. 
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Books Recommended 

 

1. Allison, Henry. Kant’s Transcendental Idealism. New Haven: Yale University 

 Press, 1983, 2004. 
 

2. Deleuze, Gilles, Kant’s Critical Philosophy. Trans, Hugh Tomlinson and Barbara 

 Habberjam. University of Mineesota Press, 1984. 
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Essential Readings:  

 

1. Husserl, Edmund, The Idea of Phenomenlogy, Martinus Nijhoff, The Hague, 

 Netherlands, 1973. 

 

2. Husserl, Edmund, Logical Investigations, Vol. 1, New York, The Humanities 

 Press, 1970. 

 

3. Husserl, Edmund, Ideas: General Introduction to Pure Phenomenology, The 

 Macmillan Company, New York, 1958. 

 

 

Books Recommended: 

 
1. Barry Smith and David Woodruff Smith, The Cambridge Companion to Husserl, 

 (USA: Cambridge University Press, 1995). 

 

2. Srinivasan, G The Phenomenological Approach to Philosophy: Indian and 

Western, (Delhi: Caravan Publishing Co., 1980). 

 

3. Paul Gorner, Twentieth Century German Philosophy (New York: Oxford 

University Press, 2000), p.53. 

 

4. Badra, Mrinal Kanti A Critical Survey of Phenomenology and Existentialism, 

(New Delhi: Allied Publishers Ltd., 1990), p.1. 

 

5. Lester Embree, et. al. Encyclopedia of Phenomenology, (The Netherlands: 

Kluwer Academic Publishers, 1997), p. 299. 

 

6. William Mc Neill and Karen S. Feldman, Continental Philosophy: An Anthology, 

(USA: Blackwell Publishers Ltd., 1998). 

 

7. Sarkar, Sunil Kumar, A Critique of Phenomenology, (New Delhi: Atlantic 

Publishers and Distributors, 1994). 

 

8. Moran and Timothy Mooney, The Phenomenology Reader, (New York: 

Routledge, 2002), p. 247. 

 

9. Robert C. Solomon, Phenomenology and Existentialism, (USA: University Press) 

1987. 

 

10. Velassery, Sebastian, Phenomenology: A Methodological Introduction, Janaki 

Prakashan, Patna & New Delhi. 
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Martin Heidegger 

 

 
Credits    :          4 

Contact Hours:          4 per week 

Mode of Evaluation:  2 mid-term assignments: 50% 

    1 End term examination:  50% 

 

Note: The course is purported to provide an in-depth understanding of Martin Heidegger’s 

phenomental work “Being and Time”. The following themes/ concepts shall be 

critically analyzed and studied. 

 
Course Contents: 

 

i. Fundamentals Ontology in Being and Time. 

 

ii. Intentionality and World: Division 1 of Being and Time.  

 

iii. Death, Time and History: Division II of Being and Time. 

 

iv. Meaning of Being and the Temporal Structure. 

 

v. Ontology as Phenomenology. 

 

vi. Existential Analytic: Analysis of Human Existence and the Nature of Being. 

 

vii. Concepts of Dasein, Temporality, and Care. 

 

Essential Readings: 

 

1. Heidegger, Martin, Being and Time, Trans by John Macquarie and Edward 
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3. Mohanty, J.N. The Possibility of Transcendental Philosophy, Dordrecht: Nijhoff, 

1985. 
 

4. Zimmerman, Michael, ed. The Thought of Martin Heidegger, Tulane Studies in 

Philosophy, Vol. 32. 
 

5. New Orleans, La: Tulane University, 1984. Dreyfus, Hubert L, and Harrison eds. 

Heidegger: A Critical Reader, Oxford: Blackwell, 1992. 
 

6. Mehta, J.L. The  Philosophy of Martin Heidegger, Banaras Hindu University, 

Varanasi, 1967. 
 

7.  Langan, Thomas, Meaning of Heidegger: A Critical Study of an Existentialist 

Phenomenology, Greenwood Press, 1983. 
 

8.  Guignon, Charles, B; (ed.) The Cambridge Companion to Heidegger, Cambridge 

University Press, 1993. 
 

9.  Pathak, Chinthamani, Problems of Being in Heidegger, Bharata Manisha, 1974. 
 

10.  Glendinning, Simon, on being with others: Heidegger, Derrida, Wittgenstein, 

Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1998. 
 

11.  Richardson, John, Existential Epistemology: A Heideggerian Critique of the 

Cartesian Project, Oxford University Press, 1986. 
 

12.  Richardson, William J, Heidegger: Through Phenomenology of Thought, 

Fordham University Press, Bronx, 2003. 
 

13. 
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5. Language Games 
 

6. Nature of Philosophy 
 

7. Private Language 
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2. Sartre: Ideologue of our Times, Molnar, Thomas Steven, and New York: Funk & 

Wagnalls, 1968.  
 

3. Between Existentialism and Marxism, Sartre, Trans. Matthews, John London: 

Verso, 2008. 
 

G.E. Moore
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6. Stroll, A., Moore and Wittgenstein on Certainty, (New York: Oxford University 

Press, 1994.  

 

7. Urmson, J.O., Philosophical Analysis: Its Development Between the
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Nyaya Philosophy 
 

Credits    :          4 

Contact Hours:          4 per week 

Mode of Evaluation:  2 mid-term assignments: 50% 

   1 End term examination:  50% 
 

Note: The aim of the paper is to focus on the epistemological understanding of the 

concepts like Prama (knowledge), Aprama (Invalid knowledge) as a fundamental 

foundation to further more complex issues and concepts related to the 

epistemological philosophy of Nyaya school of thought. Entire course built itself 

on reading, interpreting and understanding of the selected and related sections of 

the Original text Nyaya Siddhanta Muktavali of Visvanath Pancanana. The paper 

also attempts to explore the comparative account of Nyaya and Mimamasaka’s 

theory of Jnana (knowledge) of Svatah – pramanyavada and Paratah- 

pramanyavada and Khyati error) of Akhyati, Viparita-khyati and Anyat
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6. Vishvanath Shastri, Kanada-Gautamiyam Padarthanushasanam, Sadhu Ashrama, 

 Hoshiarpur, 1967. 

  

Books Recommended: 
 

1. The Nyaya Thory of Knowledge, Satishchandra Chatterji, University of Calcutta, 

 Calcutta, 1978. 
 

2. Nyaya Siddhanta Muktavali of Vishvanath Pancanan, Nrisinghdev Shastri, 

 Lahore, 1929. 
 

3. Six Ways of Knowing, Dhirendra Mohan Datta, University of Calcutta, Calcutta, 

 1960. 
 

4. Tarka Samgraha of Annam Bhatta, Ed. Yashwant Vasudova Athalye, Bhandarkar 

 Oriental Research Institute, Pune, 1974. 
 

5. The History and Bibliography of Nyaya-Vaisheshika Literature, Gopinath 

 Kaviraj, Varanasi, 1982. 
 

6. Kanada-Gautamiyam Padarthanushasanam, Vishvanath Shastri, Sadhu Ashrama, 

 Hoshiarpur, 1967. 
 

Sankara 

 
Credits    :          4 

Contact Hours:          4 per week 

Mode of Evaluation:  2 mid-term assignments: 50% 

   1 End term examination:  50% 

 

Note: The focus of the paper is to introduce and enable the candidate to relate to the 

deeper and subtle issues concerning the Advaita system of Indian Philosophy. The 

wider connotations and extended roots of Sankara’s Advaitic approach to the 

understanding of the nature of the Absolute Reality, mind as an incapacitating 

faculty for the grasp of Reality, Anirvacniyata (indescribability) as a 

characteristic of Maya (illusion) and the Upanishadic methodology of Neti-Neti 

and Iti-Iti in understanding Reality would be explored in a critical and analytical 

manner. 
 

Course Contents: 
 

1.  Aparaa Vidya: The Phenomenal State of Man 

 

i. Nature of Adhyasa (Superimposition) 
 

ii. Enquiry into the nature of Aparaa Vidya 
 

iii. Characteristics of Aparaa Vidya. 
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2.  Parraa Vidya: The Noumenal State of Man. 
 

i. Goal of Para a Vidya. 
 

ii. Nature of Paraa Vidya. 
 

iii. Characteristics of Para Vidya. 
 

3. Brahmajijnasa: Movement from Aparaa Vidya to Paraa Vidya. 
 

i. Nature of Brahmajijnasa. 
 

ii. Stages of Brahmajijnasa. 
 

iii. Samadhi: The End of Brahmajijnasa. 
 

Essential Readings: 
 

1. Brahma-Sutra Samkara Bhashyam, Sri Satyananda Saraswati, Varanasi, samvat 

 2040. 
 

Books Recommended: 
 

1. Vedanta Sara of Sri Sadananda, Ed. Pt. Jwala Prasad Gaud, Varanasi, 1958. 
 

2. Methods of Knowledge, Swami Satiprakashananda, Advaita Ashrama, Kolkata, 

 1974. 
 

3. Vedanta Paribhasha of Dharmaraja Adhvarindra, Tr. Swami Madhvananda, The 

 Ramkrishna Mission, Calcutta, 1972. 
 

4. The Vedanta Sutras of Samkaracarya, Tr. George Thibaut, Part-I, Motilal Banarsi 

 Das, Delhi, 1968. 
 

Samkhya 
 

Credits    :          4 

Contact Hours:          4 per week 

Mode of Evaluation:  2 mid-term assignments: 50% 

   1 End term examination:  50% 
 

Note: The course attempts to understand the Philosophical contribution of this oldest 

systems of Indian Philosophy to Indian Philosophical tradition. The course 

specially enables the students to critically explore and evaluate the comparative 

account of causality. The content of course is basically based on the text Samkhya 

Karika of Isvarakrisna. 
 

Course Contents: 
 

i. Process of evolution. 
 

ii. Pramana. 
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iii. Dharma Svarupam 

 

iv. Bhavana Lakshanam 

 

v. Shabda Bhavana Lakshanam 

 

vi. Artha Bhavan Lakshanam    

 

2.  Dvitiyo Vidhivibhaga 

 

i. Vidhi Lakshanam 

 

ii. Caturvidhi 

 

iii. Utpattividhi 

 

iv. Viniyogavidhi 

 

3.  Tritiyo Mantravibhaga 

 

i. Mantrah 

 

ii. Niyamvidhi 

 

iii. Parisamkhyavidhi 

 

Essential Readings: 
 

1.  The Arthasamgraha of Laugakshi Bhaskar, A.B. Gajendragadkar and             

R.D. Karmakar, Motilal Banarsidas, 1984. 
 

2. Slokvartika of Kumarila, Tr. Ganganath Jha, Asiatic Society, Calcutta, 1909. 
 

Books Recommended: 
 

1. The Arthasamgraha of Laugakshi Bhaskar, A.B. Gajendragadkar and             

R.D. Karmakar, Motilal Banarsidas, 1984. 
 

2. Manmeyodaya of Narayana, Ed. C. Kunhan Raja and Suryanarayan Sastri, The 

Adyar Library, Madras, 1975.   
 

3. Mimamsa Paribhasha of Krsna Yajvan, Tr. Swami Madhvananda, Advaita 

Ashrama, Calcutta, 1987. 
 

4. In Defence of Mimamsa, C. Kunhan Raja, The Adyar Library, Madras, 1956. 
 

5. Slokvartika of Kumarila, Tr. Ganganath Jha, Asiatic Society, Calcutta, 1909. 
 

6. Rituals and Mantras, Fritts Staal, Motilal Banarsidas, Delhi, 1996.
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Nagarjuna 

 
Credits    :          4 

Contact Hours:          4 per week 

Mode of Evaluation:  2 mid-term assignments: 50% 

    1 End term examination:  50% 

 

Note: The course is purported to provide an in – depth understanding of the bold and 

original contribution of Nagarjuna to Indian Logic and Epistemology. Though the 

Logical method of Nagarjuna historically unique and scientifically dialectical, the 

students are expected to understand and analyse the approach of Madhyamikas 

dialecticism. 

 

Course Contents: 
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SECOND SEMESTER 
 

Important Instruction for Paper-setters for Semester II: 

 

The candidates are to attempt FOUR QUESTIONS in Course III (Second Semester). All 

questions are compulsory and there is no internal choice too. It is also mentioned that 

marks for the course work is and term papers are 50% each.  
 

Third course to be taken out of the following alternative special areas of Philosophy 
 

i. Aesthetics 

ii. Philosophy of Culture 

iii. Political Philosophy and Debates in Contemporary Feminism 

iv. Philosophy of Religion 

v. Ethics 

vi.  Existentialism & Phenomenology 

. 

Aesthetics 
 

Credits    :          4 

Contact Hours:          4 per week 
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iii. Role of Language, Religion, Authenticity and Technology in Cultural Evolution. 

iv. Tradition and Creativity. 

v. Symbolic Manifestations of Cultures. 

vi. Inter-Cultural understanding and the hermeneutic tradition. 

vii. Articulations about Indian Culture. 

 

Suggested Readings: 
 

1. Wittgenstein, J.L., Culture and Value (revised edition) ED by Von Wright, Blackwell 

 Publishing, 1998). 
 

2. Pandey, G.C., Meaning and Process of Culture, (Agra, Shiv Lal Aggarwal, 1972). 
 

3. Velassery, S & Manaktala, G., The Foundation of Indian Social Life (U.S.: 

 Bookesurge Publishing, 2008) 
 

Books Recommended: 
 

1.  Chattopadhyaya, D.P., Science, Philosophy and Culture (New Delhi: Indian 

 Council of Philosophical research, 1996). 
 

2. Eliot, T.S., Notes Towards the definition of Culture (London: Faber, 1948). 
 

3. Freb, E.J., Intercultural Communication (Delhi: Sage Publication Inc. 2001). 
 

4. Gadamer, H.G., Philsophical Hermeneutics, Trans; and ed. By Linge. D.E., 

 (University of California Press. Paperback edition, 2008). 
 

5. Henry, J., Culture against Man (New York: Vantage, 1965). 
 

6. Nesthene, E.G., Technology and Culture, In the Reavaluation of Existing Values. 

 Vols. 2, ICF (Ed.) New York ICF Pv. 1976).  
 

7. Shapiro, L., Man Culture and Society (New York: Oxford University Press, 

 1960). 
 

Political Philosophy and Debates in Contemporary Feminism 

 
Credits    :          4 

Contact Hours:          4 per week 

Mode of Evaluation:  2 mid-term assignments: 50% 

   1 End term examination:  50% 

 

Course Contents: 

 

This course is purported to evaluate the critical, epistemological and normative 

substantives themes such as the nature of State in the times of contemporary 

globalisation, claims of Global Civil Society and Human Rights discourse and limits and 

challenges before Egalitarian justice from the perspectives of debates in contemporary 

feminism and Marxism. 
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Essential Readings: 

  

1. Aristotle  : Politics, Penguin Basic Books, New Delhi, 2004. 

 

2. Hobbes    : Leviathan, Penguin Basic Books, New Delhi, 2006. 
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Books Recommended: 

 

1.  Hick, John: Faith and knowledge, Macmillan, London, 1969. 

 

2.  Tagore, Rabindranath: The Religion of Man, Unwin Books, London, 1970. 

 

3.  Marcel, Gabriel, Being and Having trans. By Katharine Farrar, University Press, 

Glasgow, 1949. 

 

4.  Kierkegaard, Soren: Fear and Trembling Trans. By Walter Lowrie, Oxford 

University Press, London, 1946. 

 

5.  Otto, Rudolf: The Idea of the Holy, Unwin Brothers Ltd. London,1959. 

    

ETHICS 

 

Credits    :          4 

Contact Hours:          4 per week 

Mode of Evaluation:  2 mid-term assignments: 50% 

   1 End term examination:  50% 
 

Note: The main objective of the papers to analyze moral concepts and understand moral 

 problems at epistemological, Psychological, Linguisting existential and 

 phenomenological levels. And also study ethical theories and their application in 

 action. 

 

Course Contents: 

 

i.  Why be Moral? 

      Nature of Moral Principles. 

      Situations, Intentions, Motives and Consequences 

 

ii.  Ethical theory : Its Forms Cognitive ethical Theories: Teleological Ethical 

 Naturalism and Deontological (Ethical Naturalism). 

 Non Cognitive Ethical Theories : Emotivism and Prescriptivism (Is ought 

 controversy) 

 

iii.  Existential and Phenomenological Ethics: 

  Autonomy, Authentic and Human Existence. 

 

iv.  Role of Reason in Ethics. 

 

v.  Truth and Validity of Moral Arguments 

 

vi.  Application of Ethics: 

 Moral Dilemma, Disagreements and Conflicts. 

 Human Rights : Justice, Freedom and Equality 

 Business Ethics, Bio-Ethics, Euthanasia, Abortion, Rights of the Foetus, Doctor-

 Patient relationship 
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Books Recommended: 
 

1. Richard B. Bradut : Ethical Theory, The Problems of Normative and Critical 

 Ethics, Preutive Hall, New Jersy, 1959. 
 

2. Beanard Mayo : Ethics and Moral Life, MC Millan and Co. Ltd., New York, 1958 
 

3. Joel Feinberg, Moral Concepts, Oxford University Press, 1975. 
 

4. Maurice Mandlebaum: The Phenomenology of Moral Experience, John Hopkins 

Press, 1969. 
 

5. Existential Ethics, Saint Martin Press London, 1967. 
 

6. 
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Essential Readings: 

 

1. Husserl, Edmund, Ideas: General Introduction to Pure Phenomenology, trans, 

 W.R. Boyce Gibson (New York: Collier Books, 1962). 

 

2. Husserl, Edmund, The Crisis of European Sciences and Transcendental 

 Phenomenology, trans, David Carr (Evanston: North – Western University Press, 

 1970). 

 

3. Sartre, Jean-Paul, Problem of Method, trans. Hazel E. Barnes, London: Methuen, 

 1960. 

 

4. Sartre, Jean-Paul, Being and Nothingness, trans. Hazel E. Barnes (New York: 

 Philosophical Library, 1956). 

 

5. Merleau – Ponty, Maurice. Phenomenology of Perception, trans. Colin Smith 

 (New  York: The Humanities Press, 1962). 

 


