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Outlines of tests, syllabi and courses of reading for M. Phil. Course Philosophy for the 

session 2013-2014. 
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The Candidates are to attempt FOUR QUESTIONS in courses I (Compulsory) & Course 

II (Optional). All questions are compulsory and there is no internal choice too. It is 

also mentioned that marks for the course work is and term papers are 50% each. 
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In this course students are suggested to develop a critical reading of Philosophical 

text and analyse further to comprehend its fundamental import along with logical 

perspectives and also to locate and de-contextualise the relevance of philosophical 

concepts such as ‘meta-physical rationality’, scientific/ discursive rationality, and 

‘role of meta-language’, multiplicity of meanings’ and ‘value- discourse’ and ‘role of 

language’ in determination of reality etc. 
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This course is primarily meant to develop a critical reading of Philosophical text and 

analyze further to comprehend its fundamental import along with logical 

perspectives and thereby to locate and de-contextualise the relevance of 

philosophical concepts such as ‘metaphysical rationality’, ‘scientific/ discursive 

rationality’, ‘role of meta-language’, ‘multiplicity of meanings’ ‘value-discourse’ and 

‘role of language’ in the determination of reality etc. 
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The following list of reading is suggested which could be changed from time to time 

for this fundamental ground course in M.Phil. 
 

1. Public Philosophy in a New Key (Two Volumes), Cambridge University Press, 

2008. 

2. Meta- Philosophy- Morris Lazerowitz, Basic Books London 1990.  
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3. Philosophical Investigations L. Wittgenstein, Routledge Classics London 1998.  

4. Introduction to Philosophical Problems, John Hospers. 

5. What is Philosophy? M Heidegger.  Basic Books.  London 1990. 
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One course on classical philosophies out of the following alternatives to be taught 

along with the compulsory course. The Students shall be asked to write a term of 

paper not exceeding 5000 words on the Special Philosophers whom they have 

opted: 

 

i) Plato  

ii)
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1. 
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3. The Democratic Paradox, Chantal Mouffe, Verso, London, 2000.  

4. The Challenge of Modernity: Habermas and Critical Theory, Jason L. 

Powell, Oxford University Press, London, 2000.  
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 The aim of the paper is to focus on the epistemological understanding of the 

 concepts like Prama (knowledge), Aprama (Invalid knowledge) as a fundamental 

 foundation to further more complex issues and concepts related to the 

 epistemological philosophy of Nyaya school of thought. Entire course built itself 
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2. 
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3. Vedanta Paribhasha of Dharmaraja Adhvarindra, Tr. Swami Madhvananda, 

The Ramkrishna Mission, Calcutta, 1972.  

4. The Vedanta Sutras of Samkaracarya, Tr. George Thibaut, Part-I, Motilal 

Banarsi Das, Delhi, 1968.  
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• Language and Meaning  

• Interpretation  

• Communication  
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1. Wittgenstein, J.L., Culture and Value (revised edition) ED by Von Wright, 

Blackwell Publishing, 1998).  

2. Pandey, G.C., Meaning and Process of Culture, (Agra, Shiv  Lal Aggarwal,  1972).  

3. Velassery, S & Manaktala, G., The Foundation of Indian Social Life 

(U.S.: Bookesurge Publishing, 2008).  
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1.  Chattopadhyaya, D.P., Science, Philosophy and Culture (New Delhi: Indian 

Council of Philosophical research, 1996). 

2. Eliot, T.S., Notes Towards the definition of Culture (London:  Faber, 1948).  

3. Freb, E.J., Intercultural Communication (Delhi: Sage Publication Inc. 2001).  

4. Gadamer, H.G., Philsophical Hermeneutics, Trans; and ed. By Linge. D.E., 

(University of California Press. Paperback edition, 2008).  

5. Henry, J., Culture against Man (New York: Vantage, 1965).  

6. Nesthene, E.G., Technology and Culture, In the Reavaluation of Existing 

Values. Vols. 2, ICF (Ed.) New York ICF Pv. 1976).  

7. Shapiro, L., Man Culture and Society (New York: Oxford University Press, 

1960).  
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This course is purported to evaluate the critical, epistemological and normative 

substantives themes such as the nature of State in the times of contemporary 

globalisation, claims of Global Civil Society and Human Rights discourse and limits 

and challenges before Egalitarian justice from the perspectives of debates in 

contemporary feminism and Marxism. 
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1. Aristotle : Politics, Penguin Basic Books, New Delhi, 2004. 

2. Hobbes : Leviathan, Penguin Basic Books, New Delhi, 2006. 

3. Rousseau : The Social Contract, Penguin Basic Books, New Delhi, 2006. 

4. Rawls : Political Liberalism, Oxford University Press, London, 2005. 

5. Marx : German Ideology, Prometheus Books, London, 2005. 

6. Beauvoir, Simone de. The Second Sex. Translated and edited by H.M. 

Parshley, New York: Knopf, 1953.  
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1. Held, Virginia, Feminist Morality: Transforming Culture, Society, and Politics, 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1993.  

2. Jaggar, Alison, Feminist Politics and Human Nature. Totowa, N.J.: Rowman 

and Allanheld, 1983.  

3. Women and Human development: Capability Approach, Martha Nussbaum, 

Cambridge University Press, London, 2000.  

4. Tessman Lisa, Feminist Ethics and Social and Political Philosophy: Theorizing 

the Non-Ideal, Oxford University Press, New York, 2009.  
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i. Why be Moral?  

Nature of Moral Principles.  

Situations, Intentions, Motives and Consequences  

ii. Ethical theory : Its Forms Cognitive ethical Theories: Teleological Ethical 

Naturalism and Deontological (Ethical Naturalism).  

Non Cognitive Ethical Theories : Emotivism and Prescriptivism (Is 

ought controversy)  

iii. Existential and Phenomenological Ethics: 

Autonomy, Authentic and Human 

Existence.  

iv. Role of Reason in Ethics.  

v. Truth and Validity of Moral Arguments  

vi. Application of Ethics:  

Moral Dilemma, Disagreements and Conflicts. Human Rights: Justice, 

Freedom and Equality Business Ethics, Bio-Ethics, Euthanasia, Abortion, 

Rights of the Foetus, Doctor-Patient relationship.  
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1. Richard B. Bradut : Ethical Theory, The Problems of Normative and 

Critical Ethics, Preutive Hall, New Jersy, 1959.  

2. Beanard Mayo : Ethics and Moral  Life,  MC Millan and Co.  Ltd., New York, 

1958.  

3. Joel Feinberg, Moral Concepts, Oxford University Press, 1975.  

4. Maurice Mandlebaum: The Phenomenology of Moral Experience, John 

Hopkins Press, 1969.  

5. Existential Ethics, Saint Martin Press,  London, 1967.  

6. Philippe Fort, Virtius and Bices,  Basil Blackwell, Oxford, 1978.  
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• Two fundamental Attitudes: The ‘Natural’ and the ‘Philosophical’.  

• Epistemology as Phenomenology.  

• Phenomenological Reduction, Transcendental Reduction  

• Intentionality and Constitution.  

• The Life-world.  

• Existential Phenomenology of Merleau- Ponty.  
 

ii. Important themes in Existential Epistemology with special reference to 

Sartre.  

iii. Radical Empiricism and Structure of the Life-world.  

iv. The Problem of the A priori.  

v. Ways of Reading and Discussing Existential Works.  
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1. Husserl, Edmund, Ideas: General Introduction to Pure Phenomenology, trans, 

W.R. Boyce Gibson (New York: Collier Books, 1962).  

2. Husserl, Edmund, The Crisis of European Sciences and Transcendental 

Phenomenology, trans, David Carr (Evanston: North – Western University 

Press, 1970).  

3. Sartre, Jean-Paul, Problem of Method, trans. Hazel E. Barnes, London: 

Methuen, 1960.  

4. Sartre, Jean-Paul, Being and Nothingness, trans. Hazel E. Barnes (New York: 

Philosophical Library, 1956).  

5. Merleau – Ponty, Maurice. Phenomenology of Perception, trans. Colin Smith 

(New York: The Humanities Press, 1962).  
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1.  Spiegelberg, Herbert, The Phenomenological Movement: A Historical 

Introduction, 2 vols. (The Hague: Martinus Nijhoff, 1960), Thevenaz, Pierre, 

What is Phenomenology? ed. James M. Edie (Chicago: Quadrangle Books, 

1962). 

2. Robert C. Solomon, Phenomenology and Existentialism, (USA: University 

Press) 1987.  

3. Velassery, Sebastian, Phenomenology: A Methodological Introduction, Janaki 

Prakashan, Patna & New Delhi, 2004.  

4. Akeel Bilgrami, Politics and the Moral Psychology of Identity, Cambridge 

Mass: Harward University, 2007.  

5. Mohanty, J.N. Phenomenology between Essentialism and Transcendental 

Philosophy, Chicago: North – Western University Press, 1997.  
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