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PANJAB UNIVERSITY, CHANDIGARH 
 

 

Outlines of tests, syllabi and courses of reading in the subject of History for M.Phil 

Course (Semester System) for the session 2015-2016. 

 
 

SEMESTER – I 

 
H: 1     History and Historical Method    5 Credits 

H: 2 Indian History: Approaches and Themes   5 Credits 

H: 3 Research Methodology     4 Credits 

 

 

SEMESTER – II 

 

Presentation of synopsis 

Dissertation        10 Credits 

         Total Credits 24 
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SEMESTER-I 

 

H: I History and Historical Method 

Objectives: 

To familiarize the student with Historical Method appropriate to the study of History. 

 

Pedagogy: 

Students are expected to familiarize themselves with the points elaborated in the syllabus. 

A preferred mode of teaching would involve at least two lectures introducing the unit 

plus at least six period of discussion in which students make brief presentation on the 

basis of their readings. 
 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR PAPER SETTERS AND CANDIDATES: 

(i) Paper I will be of 100 marks for theory examination and 25 for internal 

assessment. There will be 9 questions in all. The candidate will be required to 

attempt 5 questions. 

(ii) Question No. 1 will be compulsory and carry 20 marks .It will consist of 8 short 

questions spread over the entire syllabus. The candidate is required to attempt any 
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UNIT - III 
 

Scope of History: 

Progress in History; ‘Widening Scope” of History; Comparative History; History and the 

Social Sciences-Geography, Economics, Political Science, Social Anthropology, 

Sociology, Psychology. 

 

UNIT - IV 
 

Historical Thought: 

Marx-existence of modern world, Asiatic mode of production, historical materialism; 

Weber-Ideas on existence of modern world, ideal types, power authority; Braudel- total 

history, time and variation in social processes, economic production and society. 
 

Recommended  Readings: 
 

Appleby, Joyce, Lynn Hunt and Margaret Jacob, Telling the Truth in History, W. W . 

Norton, New York 1994. 
 

Aron, Raymond, Main Currents in Sociological Thought, 2 Vols., Pelican Paperback, 

1976 (reprint). 
 

Bloch, Marc, The Historian’s Craft, Manchester University Press, 1984. 
 

Carr, E.H., What is History?, Penguin, 1990 (1
st
 published 1961). 

 

Collingwood R.G., The Idea of History, Oxford Paperback 1976 (reprint). 
 

Coser, Lewis A., Masters of Sociological Thought, Rawat Publications, Delhi 2010 

(reprint). 
 

Delzell, Charles F., The Future of History, Venderbilt University Press 1997. 
 

Elton, G.R., The Practice of History, Blackwell, Oxford 2001. 
 

Fischer, David, Historian’s Fallacies: Toward a Logic of Historical Thought, Routledge 

and Kegan Paul, London 1970. 
 

Gottschalk, Louis, Understanding History: A Primer of Historical Method, Alfred. A 

Knopf, Delhi 1968. 
 

Jenkins, Keith, On What is History, Routledge, London 1995. 
 

Landes, David and Charles Tilly (eds), History as Social Science, Prentice Hall, 

Englewood Cliffs 1971. 
 

Maclellan, David, Marx, Fontana Paperback 1976 (reprint). 
 

Marwick, Arthur, The Nature of History, Macmillan 1989. 
 

Rosenau, Pauline Marie, Post Modernism and the Social Science, Princeton 1992. 
 

Webster, John C.B., Studying History, Macmillan, Delhi 1997. 

 



4 

 

H:2   INDIAN HISTORY: APPROACHES AND THEMES 

 

Objective:   
To familiarize the student with approaches and themes in Indian historiography 

appropriate to the study of History. 

 

Pedagogy: 

Students are expected to familiarize themselves with the points elaborated in the syllabus.  

A preferred mode of teaching at least two (2) lectures introducing the unit plus at least six 

period of discussion in which students make brief presentations on the basis of their 

readings. 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR PAPER SETTERS AND CANDIDATES: 

 

(i) Paper II will be of 100 marks for theory examination and 25 for internal 

assessment. There will be 9 questions in all.  The candidate will be required to 

attempt 5 questions. 

              

(ii) Question No. 1 will be compulsory and carry 20 marks.  It will consist of 8 

         short questions, spread over the entire syllabus.  The candidate is required to 

         attempt any 5 short answer type questions.  Each short question carrying 4 

         marks, will be answered in 80-100 words. 

 

(iii)  Remaining part of the question paper will be divided into four units, 

         corresponding to the four units of the syllabus.  The paper setter will set 2 

         Essay type questions from each unit.  The candidate will attempt 4 essay type 

         questions, selecting one from each unit.  Each question will carry 20 marks. 

 

(iv)  The paper setter is expected to follow the Recommended Readings and set  

         questions on the sub themes or parts of a theme, rather than the topic as a whole.          

 

UNIT - I 
 

Modern writings on the Aryan homeland; the Golden Age of the Guptas; Indian 

feudalism; the concept of segmentary state. 

 

Recommended Readings  
 

Bryant, Edwin, The Quest for the Origins of Vedic Culture: Indo-Aryan Migration 

Debate, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 2002.  
 

Chattopadhyaya, Brajdulal, The Making of Early Medieval India, Oxford University 

Press, New Delhi, 1994. 
 

Jha, D.N., Ancient India: An Introductory Outline, People’s Publishing House, New 

Delhi, 1977. 
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Kulke, Hermann, (Ed.), The State in India 1000-1700, Oxford University Press, New 

Delhi, 1997. 

 

Mukhia, Harbans, (Ed.), The Feudalism Debate, Manohar Publications, New Delhi, 1999. 

 

Philips, C.H., (Ed.), Historians of India, Pakistan and, Ceylon Oxford University Press, 

New Delhi, 1961. 

 

Sharma, R.S., Indian Feudalism c. AD 300-1200, Second Edition, Macmillan, New 

Delhi, 1985. 

 

Thapar, Romila, Social History of Ancient India: Some Interpretations, Orient Longman, 

Hyderabad, Reprint, 2004. 

 

Thapar, Romila, Interpreting Early India, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 1992. 

 

Thapar, Romila, The Past and Prejudice, National Book Trust, New Delhi, 1975. 

 

Thapar, Romila, Bipan Chandra & Harbans Mukhia, Communalism in the Writing of 

Indian History, People’s Publishing House, New Delhi, 1969. 

 

Trautmann, Thomas R., (Ed.), The Aryan Debate, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 

2005. 
 

 

UNIT - II 

 
Understanding socio-economic changes in the Delhi Sultanate; the process of 

Islamization; the nature of state in Mughal India; the eighteenth century in Indian history. 

 
 

Recommended Readings 
 

Alavi, Seema, (Ed.), The Eighteenth Century in India, Oxford University Press, New 

Delhi, 2002. 

 

Alam, Muzaffar and Sanjay Subrahmanyam, (Ed.), The Mughal State 1526-1750, Oxford 

University Press, New Delhi, 1998. 

 

Chandra, Satish, Essays in Medieval Indian History, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 

2003.  

 

Chandra, Satish, Historiography, Religion and State in Medieval India, Har Anand, New 

Delhi, 1996. 

 

Eaton, Richard M., The Rise of Islam and the Bengal Frontier 1204-1760, Oxford 

University Press, New Delhi, 1997. 
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Habib, Irfan, The Agrarian System of Mughal India, Second Revised Edition, Oxford 

University Press, New Delhi, 1999. 

 

Habib, Irfan, ‘An Economic History of the Delhi Sultanate: An Essay in Interpretation,’ 

The Indian Historical Review, Vol. IV, 1978. 

 

Marshall, P.J., (Ed.), The Eighteenth Century in Indian History: Evolution or Revolution, 

Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 2005. 

 

Nizami, K.A., (Ed.), Politics and Society During the Early Medieval Period: Collected 

Works of Professor Mohammad Habib, Vol. I, Peoples Publishing House, New Delhi, 

1974.    

 

UNIT - III 

 

Explorations in the nature of colonialism; the making of Indian nationalism; the drain of 

wealth from India; agriculture and agrarian movements.  

 

 

UNIT - IV 

 

Divergent views on caste and communalism in colonial India; gender relations; the 

subaltern perspective; regional history with reference to the north-western region. 

 

 

Recommended Readings 

 
Bandyopadhyay, Sekhar, From Plassey to Partition: A History of Modern India, Orient 

Longman, New Delhi, (Reprint), 2004. 

 

Bandyopadhyay, Sekhar, (Ed.), National Movement: A Reader, Oxford University Press, 

Delhi, 2009. 

 

Bayly, Susan, Caste, Society and Politics in India, Cambridge University Press, 

Cambridge, 1999. 

 

Chandra, Bipan, Mridula Mukherjee, Aditya Mukherjee, K.N. Pannikar & Sucheta 

Mahajan, India’s Struggle for Independence, Penguin Books, New Delhi, 1989.  

 

Chandra, Bipan, Nationalism and Colonialism in Modern India, Orient Longman, New 

Delhi, 1979. 

 

____________, Essays on Colonialism, Orient Longman, New Delhi, 1999. 

 

____________, ‘Colonialism, Stages of Colonialism and the Colonial State,’ Journal of 

Contemporary Asia, Vol. X, No.3, 1980. 
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Chatterji, Partha, Nationalist Thought and the Colonial World: A Derivative Discourse, 

Oxford University Press, Delhi, 1986. 

 

____________, The Nation and Its Fragments: Colonial and Post-Colonial Histories, 

Oxford University Press, Delhi, 1994. 

 

Dhanagre, D.N., Peasant Movements in India: 1920-1950, Oxford University Press, 

Delhi, 1983. 

 

Desai, A.R., (Ed.), Peasant Struggles in India, Delhi, 1979. 

 

Forbes, Geraldine, Women in Modern India, Cambridge University Press / Foundation 

Books, New Delhi, 1998. 

 

Guha, Ranajit, (Ed.), Subaltern Studies: Writings on South Asian History and Society, 

Vol.I, Oxford University Press, Delhi, 1982. 

 

____________, Elemantry Aspects of Peasant Insurgency in Colonial India, Oxford 

University Press, Delhi, (Second Impression), 1994.  

 

Hobsbawm, E.J., Nations and Nationalism Since 1870: Programme, Myth, Reality, 
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UNIT - II 

Preparation of Synopsis: 

Rationale of Research problem and its theoretical framework 

Book Review 


