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Panjab University, Chandigarh. 
 

 

Outlines of Tests, Syllabi and Courses of Reading in the subject of History for 

M.Phil Course (Semester System) for the session 2016-17 

 

SEMESTER I 

 
H :1  History and Historical Method    4 Credits 

H :2  Indian History: Approaches And Themes   4 Credits 

H :3 Research Methodology     4 Credits 

 

SEMESTER II 

Two Seminar Papers       4 Credits 

Dissertation        6 Credits 

Viva         2 Credits 

         Total Credits 24 

Semester-I 

H: I  History and Historical Method 

Objectives: 

To familiarize the student with Historical Method appropriate to the study of History 

Pedagogy: 

Students are expected to familiarize themselves with the points elaborated in the 

syllabus. A preferred mode of teaching would involve at least two lectures 
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(iv)   The paper setter is expected to follow the Recommended Readings and set  

             questions on the sub themes or parts of a theme, rather than the topic as a  

              whole. 

 

UNIT I: 

Nature of History: 
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Gottschalk, Louis, Understanding History: A Primer of Historical Method, 

Alfred. A Knopf, Delhi 1968. 

 

Jenkins, Keith, On What is History, Routledge, London 1995. 

 

Landes, David and Charles Tilly (eds), History as Social Science, Prentice Hall, 

Englewood Cliffs 1971. 
 

Maclellan, David, Marx, Fontana Paperback 1976 (reprint). 
 

Marwick, Arthur, The Nature of History, Macmillan 1989. 
 

Rosenau, Pauline Marie, Post Modernism and the Social Science, Princeton 1992. 
 

Webster, John C.B., Studying History, Macmillan, Delhi 1997. 

 

 

H:2   INDIAN HISTORY: APPROACHES AND THEMES 

 

Objective:   
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Unit I 

 

Modern writings on the Aryan homeland; the Golden A
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Recommended Reading 

 

Alavi, Seema, (Ed.), The Eighteenth Century in India , Oxford University Press, New 

Delhi, 2002. 

 

Alam, Muzaffar and Sanjay Subrahmanyam, (Ed.), The Mughal State 1526-1750, 
Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 1998. 

 
Chandra, Satish, Essays in Medieval Indian History, Oxford University Press, New 

Delhi, 2003.  
 

Chandra, Satish, Historiography, Religion and State in Medieval Indi
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Bayly, Susan, Caste, Society and Politics in India, Cambridge University Press, 

Cambridge, 1999. 

 

Candra, Bipan, Mridula Mukherjee, Aditya Mukherjee, K.N. Pannikar & Sucheta 

Mahajan, India’s Struggle for Independence, Penguin Books, New Delhi, 1989.  

 

Chandra, Bipan, 
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_______________, ‘Peasant Resistance and Peasant Consciousness in Colonial India 

(Subaltern and Beyond),’ Economic & Political Weekly, October 1988. 

 

______________, Peasants in India’s Non-Violent Revolution : Theory and Practice, 

Sage, New Delhi, 2004. 

 

______________, Colonializing Agriculture : The Myth of Punjab Exceptionalism, 
Sage, New Delhi, 2005.  

 
Omvedt, Gail, Reinventing Revolution : New Social Movements and the Socialist 

Tradition in India
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UNIT I: 

Consultation of Sources: 

How to read a History book, take notes, write footnotes and Bibliography 

Analysis of Secondary Works 

Examination of Primary Sources 

Use of Oral traditions; documents; government records; news papers; private papers 

and literary works 

 

 

UNIT II: 

Preparation of Synopsis: 
Rationale of Research problem and its theoretical framework 

Book Review 
Review of Literature 

Formulation of Hypothesis and Questions 

Chapterization 

 

UNIT III: 

Writing: 


