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Syllabus 

 

M.Phil (Semester-I) (Ancient Indian History Culture & Archaeology) 

 

 

 

Outlines of tests, syllabi and courses of reading in the subject of Ancient Indian 
History, Culture & Archaeology for M.Phil course (Semester System) for the 

session 2016-17. 
 

Semester I 
 

1.  Paper I: Theory and Method of Historical Inquiry:  5 credits (125 marks). 
2. Paper II: Trends in Ancient Indian Historiography : 5 credits (125 marks) 

3. Paper III: Research Techniques:  4 credits (100 marks). 

 

Semester II 

 

Presentation of Synopsis & Dissertation:  10 credits 
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Syllabus 
 

M.Phil (Semester-I) (Ancient Indian History Culture & Archaeology) 

 

(Paper-I) Theory and Method of Historical Inquiry 

 

Time: 3 hours                     (Total Marks: 125) 5 Credits  

       Written Exam. 100 marks 

       Internal Assessment 25 marks 

 

Objective: The Paper is divided into four units. Unit one shall help students to 

grasp the nature and scope of history. Historical concepts such as facts, causation, 

generalization and objectivity shall also be taken up in this Unit.  History is the 

mother of Social Sciences and its relations with other disciplines shall be studied 

in detail in unit two.  In Unit III important sources for reconstruction of ancient 

past shall be studied.  Different theories propounded by philosophers shall be 
studied in the Unit- IV. 

 
 

Instructions for paper setters and candidates: 
There will be eight questions in all.  The paper-setter is required to set two 

questions from each Unit.  The candidate will be re



 

3 

 

 

Unit-IV 

 

 Philosophy of History: Leopold Von Ranke, R.G. Collingwood, Lucien Febvre, 

Marc Bloch, Max Weber and F.Braudal. 

 

 
 

Recommended Reading: 
 

1. Aymard, Maurice and Mukhia, Harbans. eds., French Studies in History, 

New Delhi, 1988. 

2. Arun, Raymond  Main Currents in Sociological Thought, 2 Vols., Pelican 

Paperback 1976 (reprint) 

3. Banga, Indu, ed., Causation in History.  Indian Institute of Advanced Study, 

Shimla and Manohar Publishers, Delhi, 1992. 

4. Block, Marc,  The Historian’s Craft,  Manchester University Press, 1984. 

5. Beverley Southgate, History: What and Why, Routeledge, New York, 2001 

6. Braudel, Fernand, On History, University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1980. 
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18. Marwick, Arthur., What History is and why it is important. 

Buckinghempshire 1970. 

19. Sreedharan.E, A Textbook of Historiography 500 BC to AD 2000, New 

Delhi, 2004. 

20. Greene, Kevin, Archaeology: An Introduction, 4
th

 ed., University of 

Pennsylvania Press, 4th ed., 2002. 

21. Keith, A.B., A History of Sanskrit Literature, Chowkhamka Sanskrit Series, 

Varanasi, 1968 

22. Macdonell, Arthur, A., A History of Sanskrit Literature, Munshiram 

Manoharlal, New Delhi, 1972 

23. Maity, S.K. Early Indian coins and currency system, Delhi, 1970 

24. Winternitz, Maurice, A History of Indian Literature (Vols I and II), Motilal 

Banarsidass, Delhi, 1985. 
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Recommended Reading: 

 

1. Altekar, A.S., The Position of Women in Hindu Civilization, Motilal 

Banarsidass, Delhi,  1978. 

2. Barzun, J. and Graff, H.F. The Modern Researcher, Harcourt Brace & 

World inc.  New York, 1970. 

3. Bhattacharya, Sabyasachi, (ed), Approaches to History: Essays in Indian 

Historiography,  Prince Books, New Delhi, 2013. 

4. Bryant, Edwin,  The Quest for the Origins of Vedic Culture: Indo- Aryan 

Migration Debate, 
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17. Sharma, R.S. Indian Feudalism c. AD 300-1200, 2nd ed., Mac millan, Delhi,  

1985 

18. Sharma, R.S. Urban Decay in India c. AD 300-1000, Munshiram 

Manoharlal, New Delhi, 1987 

19. Sharma, R.S. In Defence of Ancient India, People’s Publishing House, 

Delhi, 1978 

20. Thapar, Romila et.al., Communalism and the Writing of Indian History, 

Delhi, 1979. 

21. Thapar, Romila Cultural Past: Essays in Early Indian History,  Delhi, 2003 

22. Trautmann, Thomas R. ed., The Aryan Debate,  New Delhi, 2005 
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4. Kitson Clark, G.R., 


