Syllabus

M Phil in Ancient Indian History Culture & Archaeology

Outlines of tests, syllabi and courses of reading in the subject of Ancient Indian
History, Culture & Archaeology for M.Phil course (Semester System) for the
session 2019-20.

Semester 1
1. Paper I: Theory and Method of Historical Inquiry: 4 credits (100 marks).
2. Paper Il: Trends in Ancient Indian Historiography: 4 credits (100 marks)

3. Paper IlI: Research Techniques: 4 credits (100 marks):
4. Presentation of synopsis: 2 credits

Semester 11

Dissertation 8 credits
Viva 2 credits

Total credits: 24






Unit IV

The critical Turn
a) Semiotics and the writing, study of signs and symbols.
b) Michel Focault and Post-modernism.
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(Paper 11 Trends in Ancient Indian Historiography

Time: 3 hours (Total Marks: 100) 4 Credits
Written Exam. 80 marks
Internal Assessment 20 marks

Objective: The main objective of the paper is to familiarize students with the
trends in ancient Indian historiography.

Pedagogy: To familiarize students with the intricacies of historical enquiry at
least three lectures and five periods of discussion will be held on each Unit. The
students will make a brief presentation at each UNIT.

Instructions for paper setters and candidates:

There will be eight questions in all. The paper-setter is required to set two
questions from each Unit. The candidate will be required to attempt 4 questions
in all selecting one from each unit. All questions carry equal marks.

Unit I

Colonialism and writing of History: James Mill, Willam Jones: Response to
Colonial historiography: K.P.Jayaswal and R.G. Bhandarkar.

Unit II

Marxist Interpretation of Ancient Indian History: D.D. Koshambi and R.S.
Sharma; Ideology of communalism.

Unit III

Historiographical debates and discussions on Origins of the Harappan
Civilization; Question of the Aryan homeland; History and Epics; the Golden age
of the Guptas; Reconsidering periodization in History; Feudalism and Urban
Decay.

Unit IV

Recent schools in the historical research on Ancient India; Gender Studies,
Regional history, Environmental history and history of Science and technology.
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